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The time has come for a Rail Trail to Yarra Glen. 
The Yarra Valley sits on Melbourne’s doorstep.  

It is a weekend refuge for those who know it well and 
a delight to those discovering it for the first time. 

The 12km railway between Lilydale and Yarra Glen 
is begging to be transformed into a shared use trail 
available for all, instead of a fallow corridor that is 
sadly available to no one. 

The range of excellent accommodation, the 
abundance and quality of food & wine produced in the 
Yarra Valley and its close proximity to metropolitan 
Melbourne makes the region one of Victoria’s top 
tourism destinations.

Many Melburnians are increasingly time poor. 
People want to make better use of their leisure time. 
Many are choosing shorter breaks close to home over 
the weekend, and try to be physically active at the 
same time.

Building this shared trail to Yarra Glen offers 
the freedom to experience all that the region has to 
offer while leaving the car at home. Lilydale Station 
is an easy train ride for most Melburnians – about 
an hour from the City. This proposed trail offers a 
safe, easy and enjoyable 12km ride into the heart of 
the Yarra Valley.

The Yarra Valley is popular. This means local 
roads can be full of cars. Choose another way to 
enjoy what the Yarra Valley has to offer from the 
freedom of the saddle.

This exciting new trail is a top priority for Bicycle 
Victoria. Helping to get more people cycling more 
often is our guiding principle. With all that the Yarra 
Glen Trail has going for it, its proximity to the great 
wineries and tourist destinations of the Yarra Valley, 
the spectacular views to be had along the old railway 
line and how easy it would be to reach for many 
riders, this is one of the best unbuilt trails around. 

Bicycle Victoria will work towards transforming 
this great potential trail into a real one available to the 
local community and visiting riders. Join us in helping 
make this happen. 

www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au
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When you take off on a Rail Trail and anytime  
you ride, you’ll want to be covered with Bicycle 
Victoria Membership.

Bicycle Victoria members actively contribute to the 
improvement of conditions for bike riders, including 
priority projects like the Yarra Glen Rail Trail.

Members also receive a great package of benefits 
that support their riding including: 

•	 	Bike	crash	insurance,	covering	members	anytime	
they ride, anywhere in Australia

•	 	Ride On magazine, the authority on bike riding 
in Australia

•	 	Free	legal	advice	on	bike	damage	recovery	and	more
•	Discounts	at	bike	shops	and	other	retailers
•	 	In	the	Loop	enews	and	a	member-only	section	

(Blink) at www.bv.com.au

Join by calling (03) 8636 8888 or by visiting 
www.bv.com.au and lend your voice to supporters 
of the Yarra Glen Rail Trail.

The 2009 bushfires destroyed many of the old 
rail bridges. Returning train services to this route 
will now be prohibitively expensive. Building the 
trail will need investment to replace some of these 
bridges, but it will be much less expensive than 
restoring the line to railway standard. This is a 
worthwhile	short-term	goal.	

Building the trail does nothing to preclude the 
future return of train services if that becomes 
necessary. Railbanking with a trail will in fact 
preserve the corridor for the future.

Detailed	negotiations	and	complex	legal	agreements	
need to be hammered out. Reliable cost estimates will 
have to be produced, funding sources identified, and 
communities fully consulted. 

Keep updated with progress towards this trail at: 
www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au

Life’s better on a bike!
Bicycle	Victoria	is	a	community-based,	not-for-

profit organisation that gets More People Cycling 
More Often. It has more than 40,000 members, 
runs iconic bike rides such as Around the Bay in a 
Day	and	the	Great	Victorian	Bike	Ride	and	conducts	
behaviour change programs including Ride2School 
and Ride to Work. Bicycle Victoria members make a 
vital contribution to improving riding conditions for 
all riders, all around Australia.

Our purpose is simple: More People Cycling More 
Often. We believe that riding a bike – whether for a 
fun day out, with the kids, for fitness or commuting  
to work – will make you happier and healthier. 

Visit: www.bv.com.au

Victoria’s railway network began to disappear through 
the latter half of the 20th century as train use for 
transport and freight declined.

The Lilydale – Healesville line closed in the 
1980s. It was identified during the 1990s as a great 
opportunity when Bicycle Victoria began campaigning 
to develop old railway lines as Rail Trails. 

The Lilydale – Yarra Glen vision continued in 
earnest in 2006 when the Shire of Yarra Ranges 
released a report identifying the potential of the route 
for a rail  trail. 

The 2009 bushfires provided further momentum, 
with the trail scoring well as a recovery effort project 
that will deliver benefits to the Yarra Ranges community. 

Getting to Yarra Glen by bike will be one of the 
most spectacular rides in Victoria. Bicycle Victoria is 
committed to getting this trail built between Lilydale 
and Yarra Glen for all to use and enjoy. 

1.  easy access: Get to the Yarra Valley by train 
and bike. Lilydale Station is an easy trip for most 
Melbourne residents, putting many on the doorstep  
of the Yarra Valley in less than an hour. 

2.  Great food: Indulge in the great food and produce 
available in the Yarra Valley with the knowledge that 
having your bike with you will make sure you burn 
off some of those extra calories.

3.  exceptional wine: Stop in for a taste at one of 
the Yarra Valley’s many exceptional wineries.  
Don’t	worry	about	the	car	when	visiting.	

4.  Spectacular scenery: One of best features of riding 
Rail Trails is the unique chance to interact with 
nature and local wildlife. The full range of the natural 
diversity of the Yarra Valley will be on display for all. 

5.  exercise: Enjoy a safe and scenic place to ride 
and get regular exercise

1.  health: Access to shared trails helps get people 
more active. After a new trail opened in Missouri 
USA 55% of residents confirmed that they were 
getting more exercise than before. 

2.  Transport: The trail makes it easier for kids to 
ride to school. The trail will also make it easier for 
commuters to access the new bike cage at Lilydale 
Station that will soon be available.

3.  Tourism: Bike riders visiting Rail Trails contribute 
more tourism revenue than the average tourist. The 
Yarra Glen Trail will complement the Warburton Trail 
in making the Yarra Valley a top cycling destination.  

4.  recreation:	Riding	on	the	high-speed	roads	of	the	
Yarra Valley can be a risky proposition. This trail 
will	provide	an	off-road,	shared	use	path	for	riding,	
walking and other active recreation. It will be ideal 
for family rides. 

Graeme Stoney:
“Our committee identified very early, that the Lilydale 
to Yarra Glen disused line had the potential to become 
one of Victoria’s best Rail Trails. 

It joins the suburban train network and the 
Lilydale – Warbuton Rail Trail. It passes through the 
picturesque Yarra Valley, past wineries, over the river 
to historic Yarra Glen.

It was frustrating for the Committee that it 
couldn’t quite achieve the creation of that particular 
Rail Trail at the time, but now this Trail’s time has 
come and its construction should be supported.”

The Hon. Graeme Stoney was a member of State 
Parliament for fourteen years. From 1994 to 1999 
he was the Chairman of the State Government’s 
Rail Trail Committee which identified and 
facilitated the creation of about twenty rail trails 
on disused railway lines throughout Victoria.

Friends of the Yarra Glen Trail:
“A rail trail from Yarra Glen to Lilydale will be of huge 
benefit to the region. It will provide safe recreational 
opportunities for all, including our children and the less 
physically able in our community. It will also provide a 
safe commuting link to Lilydale and the suburban train 
network and by linking to the Warburton trail will bring 
hungry tourists travelling in a clean, green way into local 
businesses across the region. In the shared vision  
of a clean, sustainable, socially cohesive Yarra Valley,  
it ticks all the boxes.”

railtrails australia:
“Linking suburban Melbourne and the already popular 
Warburton Rail Trail to the scenery and attractions 
of Yarra Glen, a Lilydale to Yarra Glen Rail Trail will 
be a very popular addition to the rail trail network, 
benefitting locals and all Australians alike.”

The concept of railbanking is well established in  
the USA, and its use is apt for this railway corridor  
in particular. 

Railbanking takes an unused railway route and 
transforms it into a shared use trail, preserving the 
boundaries of the corridor and in the meantime 
making a valuable asset available for community use.

While it may not be needed in the present, there 
could be calls to restore some form of train service in 
the longer term. Railbanking allows the corridor to be 
kept in good condition, and if the case can be made for 
the future return of trains, arrangements can be made. 

A good case has to be made though.  
The established trail can not just be disposed of.  
In the US, once a rail corridor is railbanked, 
applications to turn it back into a train line have to be 
made to an independent commission.

To find out more about railbanking visit our 
website: www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au

1.  Go to www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au to find 
out more about the history of the Trail. Register for 
updates and keep apprised of updates as they occur.

2.  Ride the Lilydale – Warburton Rail Trail. Visit 
local businesses and tell them how much you 
enjoy the Trail. This will build support for other 
trails in the area.

3.  Tell your friends about the Yarra Glen concept.
 Get them excited about riding on this new trail. 
Direct	them	to www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au. 

4.  Be heard. Help get Council and the State Government 
on board by telling both about your support for the 
trail. Visit www.yarraglenrailtrail.com.au to 
find out more.
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Cog Café:
“A rail trail from Lilydale to Yarra Glen will open up 
so many possibilities for sustainable cycle tourism 
in the Yarra Valley and increase opportunities for a 
variety of businesses – wineries, cafes, tourism and 
accommodation to name a few. Being so close to and 
accessible from Melbourne by train it will be perfect 
for day or overnight trips. 

Another benefit we have noticed from being 
involved with the Lilydale to Warburton Rail Trail 
is the health and wellbeing benefits for the local 
community. With a safe easy cycling option people are 
more likely to cycle recreationally for fun, fitness or 
for commuting.”

Libby	Evans	and	Damian	Auton
Cog Bike Cafe

5. protection of a public asset: Building a trail on the 
old railway corridor will preserve a highly valued and 
historic public asset.
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